3 March
states, "in the present state of the world but to review our
defences and to provide the necessary moans both of safe-
guarding ourselves against aggression and of playing our part
in the enforcement by common action of international obliga-
tions." Two new capital ships are to be laid down, existing
battleships to be modernised, live new cruisers to be added,
and the personnel increased by 6,000 men. In the Army there
are to be four new infantry battalions. Armament is to be
modernised and reserves of ammunition and stores collected.
The equipment and training of the Territorial Army is to be
expedited. The Royal Air Force is to have 250 machines added
to the previous programme of 1,500 first line aircraft for home
defence, with twelve more squadrons for the defence of
strategic air routes in the Empire.
"SOUTH RIDING"
Miss Winifred Holtby's last novel, called South Riding^ has
been published. It was her most ambitious and perhaps host
work. It is the story of the work of a North Country county
council and its struggles against ignorance4, poverty, sickness,
and madness, and shows her interest in women as educational
and social workers. The characters are varied and vigorous,
giving rise to dramatic situations, and, though there is tragedy
in the book, it is not depressing because it has a high serious-
ness and a sense of spiritual values that last when other things
change.
BRITISH LIFEBOATS
During the six winter months the lifeboats have put out to
sea 283 times, and saved 387 lives. There have not been so
many calls in the lifeboat service since the war winter of
1915-16.
SIR JAMBS BAKRIE'S NKW PLAY POSTPONED
The production of Sir James Harrie's new play, The Hoy
David, written for Miss Elisabeth Ucrgner, has been indefinitely
postponed. It was originally to have been produced on
15 February, but Miss Bergner was then engaged with the
film version of As You Like It. Yesterday Miss Bergner under-
went an operation for acute appendicitis.
GERMAN ARTISTS PUNISHED
A list is published of twenty-five authors, journalists, artists,
and others deprived of their German nationality and of their
property. They include Arnold Zweig, the author of The Case
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